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A Note from Chairman
of the Academy of
Independent
Pharmacy, Kevin
Florence
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“It’s nothing major, just a few calls
whenever we need a quick opinion
on something. I’ll help you with
anything you need”. 

    After being asked my interest in
joining the AIP Executive
Committee, these were the
exciting, reassuring words I
received when inquiring what to
expect. That was the fall of 2019,
and I was looking forward to
finding new ways to serve my
patients, as well as support the
progression of independent
pharmacy as a whole. A pandemic,
new AIP EVP, new GPhA CEO,
many legislative battles, and AIP
Board member changes later, I’m
left with eerily similar feelings as
when I decided to buy a pharmacy,
with a lunch counter, and gift shop,
and post office. Had I known what I
was getting into, I probably never
would have done it! However, I am
extremely grateful for all the
experiences, lessons, and
relationships these opportunities
provide me.

    Independent pharmacy is in a
great place because of the people
who worked hard to lay a solid
foundation and the continuous
evolution brought by people
dedicated to serving their
community. As I end my time as
AIP Board Chair and look forward
to continuing to work with such a
great organization, I’m reminded
persistence is the virtue that got us
to where we are and will take us
wherever we want to go. 

“Nothing in this world can take
the place of persistence. Talent
will not; nothing is more common
than unsuccessful men with
talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a
proverb. Education will not; the
world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination
alone are omnipotent. The slogan
'Press On!' has solved and always
will solve the problems of the
human race.”
― Calvin Coolidge (30th President
of the United States of America)







Please don’t forget, if you have a desire to sell
your pharmacy or if you have an interest in

buying a pharmacy, contact Jonathan Marquess
at 404-419-8103. We have been quite successful

during the past several years at keeping
independents, independent. We maintain a list

of pharmacists who want to buy additional
pharmacies and we also keep a list of young

pharmacists who want to own a pharmacy. All
information is kept strictly confidential.



    Hello my fellow AIP members. It’s been a
difficult start to 2024 for most of us. I wanted
to share with you some ideas that may help to
generate additional income to offset the
horrendous DIR-POS loses. Most of you know
that I’m highly invested in various
supplements from a variety of vendors. My go-
to supplier is a company called EMERSON
ECOLOGICS. They are a distributor of over 800
companies with a reasonable minimum order
of $250.00 for free shipping. Your pharmacy
can expect to receive your orders within 2
business days. Why Emerson? It’s easy to
apply for access to a wide variety of quality
supplements sold only to professionals. Their
contact phone number is 800-654-4432.

    Emerson Ecologics is owned by a company
called FULLSCRIPT. Fullscript has a program
that will allow your patients to access their
entire breadth of products via your website.
This can lessen the burden of stocking a lot of
inventory. They are the leading online
platform for practitioners to manage &
dispense healthcare’s best supplements. Their
contact phone number is 866-807-3828.

     Fullscript will work with you and your
website company to place a banner onto your
website for easy ordering. The benefits are you
need not carry a lot of inventory and your
patients can simply order their supplements
online via your exclusive website. The
drawback is that instead of your usual 45-50%
margin, Fullscript keeps 35% and you get 65%
back without much work.

    

     Another area that has been successful in
my pharmacy is Ostomy & Colostomy
supplies. I also work with a distributor of
medical supplies, PREFERRED MEDICAL. Most
of my patients want HOLLISTER, CONVATEC
or COLOPLAST. I know our wholesalers carry
some of those companies in their warehouses
but generally not as necessarily as complete
line of those products.

    I recently attended the Board of Pharmacy
meeting and want to clue you in on 2 GREAT
rules that they hope will implement:

First, the removal of the supervising
physician on prescriptions.
Second, the ability to partial fill control
substances within a 30 day period from the
original date on the prescription. The
specific details have not yet been
completed but hope that within the next
2-3 months this rule will go into effect.

For example; A prescription for 30
oxycodone/apap 10/325 from a dentist for a
simple dental procedure, you might want to
suggest to dispense #15 with the option for
the patient to get the balance within 30 days.
The whole idea behind this is to eliminate
excess control substances sitting in one’s
home and possible access from a family
member or other individuals.
 

A.I.C. Report:
Thinking Outside of

the Box



    That leads me to another topic
regarding the OUD (Opioid Use
Disorder). DR. Jordan Khail, for UGA
College of Pharmacy has written
extensively on this issue. In one of
his articles he refers to the lack of
pharmacists knowing that Fentanyl
Test Strips (FTS) are legal to
purchase and sell in pharmacies.

    Two years ago we were able to
remove FTS from the drug
paraphernalia list thanks to the
help of Dean Stone and Gov. Kemp.
Please make this available to your
patients along with Narcan. If
people will test before they use,
and Fentanyl is present, then
maybe they will think twice before
they use. You can purchase these
test strips from WISEBATCH @ 949-
669-5478 and tell them Ira
recommended you and you want
their special price (around $0.55
each)

If you attended our AIP Spring
meeting in Macon on April 21-22,
thank you! AIP hosts these
meetings every Spring and Fall
and they wouldn’t be as
successful without your
participation. We hope that you
enjoyed the CE programs and
were able to network with our
AIP Partners and exhibitors!

A.I.C. Report Cont.  ...







NCPA D.C. Fly-In Reel

20 AIP Members Attended the
NCPA Fly-In in Washington D.C.!

 
Thank You for Your

Participation!



AIP HITS THE HILL



AIP Fall Meeting 2024 
on September 21-22nd in a

City Near You!
Have an idea for a CE Program? Let us know!

THANK YOU TO THE PARTNERS OF AIPTHANK YOU TO THE PARTNERS OF AIP



THANK YOU TO THE WHOLESALER
PARTNERS OF AIP!

THANK YOU TO THE WHOLESALER
PARTNERS OF AIP!
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AIP Spring Meeting 2024 

* Members Please Be Aware*
When Emailing AIP Regarding Pharmacy Challenges, Please Include Your

Name, Pharmacy Name, Address, Phone Number, and NPI#!

Did you claim

your C.E Credit

from the AIP

Spring Meeting?

Be sure to do it

soon!
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AIP Spring Meeting 2024 
Incredible C.E. Program Line-Up! 

Marketing Your
Pharmacy on a Budget

Create Healthier Patients
with Healthier Profits

 PBM Lawsuit Update

Profitable OTC
Recommendations

2024 Legislative and
Regulatory Update
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Have you recently

changed 

wholesalers?
Have you recently

changed 

wholesalers?

Email us at 

JMarquess@GPhA.org

to let us know!Swain’s Pharmacy
Douglas, GA

Wynn’s Pharmacy
Griffin, GA

Lamar’s Pharmacy
Alma, GA
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Quick RX Pharmacy
Savannah, GA

Price Ringgold Drug
Ringgold, GA

Arlington Drug
Arlington, GA

Coastal Discount Drug
Midway, GA
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New Ink & Toner Program for AIP Members!
Important Reminder…
To take advantage of our new Ink and Toner Program
that is now offering high quality toner cartridges,
drums and imaging units for all of the major brands of
printers, copier and fax machines… at significant
discounted pricing through Provider Services of
America (PSA) located here in Atlanta.
To enroll in this program, please do the following:
• Completely fill out the Request for Quote (RFQ) form
that PSA is emailing to your offices and send the
completed form back to PSA per the instructions
provided.
• PSA will send a Formal Quote back to you reflecting
the discounted pricing for your toner cartridges,
drums and/or imaging units.
• They will also provide you with an Order Form you
can use to submit your orders to them.
• Be sure to watch for the RFQ forms that will be emailed to your offices!

Contact Jim Skognes at
(770) 390-9183 or

Jskognes@bellsouth.net!



To advance the concept of pharmacy care. To ensure the
economic viability and security of Independent
Pharmacy; To provide a forum for Independent
Pharmacy to exchange information and develop

strategies, goals and objectives; To address the unique
business and professional issues of independent

pharmacies; To develop and implement marketing
opportunities for members of the Academy with
emphasis on the third party prescription drug

program/benefit market; To provide educational
programs designed to enhance the managerial skills of
Independent Pharmacy Owners and Managers; and, To

establish and implement programs and services
designed to assist Independent Pharmacy Owners and

Managers.
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Like and Follow
GPhA on

Facebook for the
Latest AIP News!

AIP Mission Statement


